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Meeting: Children and young people scrutiny committee 

Meeting date: Tuesday 28 July 2020 

Title of report: Schools Update 

Report by: Assistant Director Education, Development and 
Skills 

 

Classification 

Open  

Decision type 

This is not an executive decision 

Wards affected 

(All Wards); 

Purpose  

To provide an update on the reopening of schools following lockdown due to COVID-19, including 
detail of the number of children who have returned to school and how schools will continue to 
support children who have not returned. The report details the known situation of the mental 
health impact and educational deficit experienced by pupils during the lockdown. 

Recommendation(s) 

That: 

(a) The committee reviews the update and determines any recommendations it wishes 
to make to the executive 

Alternative options 

1. There are no alternative options to the above recommendation; it is a function of the 
committee to review action taken with the discharge of any functions which are the 
responsibility of the executive and make reports or recommendations to the executive. 
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Key considerations 

2. At the children and young people scrutiny committee on 2 June 2020 the committee 
requested an update from the Assistant director education, development and skills in 
respect of the reopening of schools and what the council is doing to support those 
children who have not yet returned to school; including what is known about the mental 
health impact and educational deficit experiences by pupils during the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
 

3. Schools were closed to all but children of key workers and vulnerable pupils from 23 
March 2020. However, almost all offered some on-line support alongside face-to-face 
teaching. Due to low pupil numbers a number of schools choose to work together from a 
local hub school, so the offer was maintained but for some pupils this was on a different 
site; almost all schools offered some on line support alongside face to face teaching. 
Some compressed to a local hub so the offer was maintained but on different sites; this 
meant that a number of schools all came together  
 

4. On 1 June 2020 primary schools were given the option of opening to Year Reception, 
Year One and Year Six. Many opened to smaller groups (typically around half of each 
class or fewer).  Secondary schools were invited to open on 15 June for Year 10 and 
Year 12; the special schools stayed open on a demand-led basis throughout.  
 

5. Attendance has increased gradually but consistently.  
 

6. The update attached at appendix 1 provides an overview of the school attendance; 
including the attendance of vulnerable pupils.  In addition it outlines the support that is 
being provided to the pupils who are not currently attending school.  The update also 
provides an overview of what we currently know about the impact on mental health and 
the educational deficit for pupils during lockdown (appendix 2 and 3). 

Community impact 

7. The approach to educational provision during the COVID 19 lockdown for children and 
families in Herefordshire is an important integral part of the provision of safeguarding, 
education, health and care services for children and their families throughout the county. 
The continued involvement of vulnerable children in education has been a national and 
local area of focus and concern. Specific actions have taken place in Herefordshire to 
support vulnerable children attending education where it is safe to do so. For many the 
choice to do so has been down to parents/carers but early years settings and schools 
have be open to take vulnerable children, supporting them in Herefordshire’s aim to keep 
children and young people safe and give them a great start in life.  This contributes to 
fulfilling the aims of the Herefordshire Children and Young People’s Partnership Plan 
2019-2024 and the council’s county plan 2020-2024. 

Equality duty 

8. Under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010, the ‘general duty’ on public authorities is set 
out as follows: 

 
A public authority must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to the need to - 
(a) eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is 

prohibited by or under this Act; 
(b) advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected 

characteristic and persons who do not share it; 
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(c) foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic 
and persons who do not share it. 
 

9. The public sector equality duty (specific duty) requires us to consider how we can 
positively contribute to the advancement of equality and good relations, and demonstrate 
that we are paying ‘due regard’ in our decision making in the design of policies and in the 
delivery of services. This is a factual report highlighting the schools provision during the 
COVID-19 lockdown for vulnerable children and families throughout Herefordshire.  
There has been specific action taken to focus on pupils with Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities and also other vulnerable groups to enable them to engage with 
education virtually and also in schools and settings. There has also been work to enable 
access to free school meals during lockdown for those who are eligible and to address 
access to the internet and to ICT kit. 

Resource implications 

10. There are no additional cost implications in respect of this report. 
 

Legal implications 
 

11. There are no legal implications of this update report. 

Risk management 

12. There are no risks associated with agreeing the content of this report which provides 
information regarding the review of historic cases of peer on peer abuse and indicate 
how the work is being taken forward. 

Consultees 

13. None 

Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Schools Update 

Appendix 2 - Youngminds-survey-with-parents-and-carers-summary-of-results 

Appendix 3 - Children and Young People Mental Health Report during COVID 19 with summary 

Background papers 

None identified 


